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Support for the Learner with a Query

Any resource:
Audio, Images, Texts, Numeric 
data, Objects, 
Virtual reality, Webpages

Any catalog: Archives, 
Libraries, Museums,  TV, 
Publishers

Facet Vocabulary Displays

WHAT Thesaurus      Cross-
e.g. LCSH      references

WHERE Gazetteer   Map

WHEN Period directory   Timeline

WHO Biograph. dict.     Personal 
e.g. Who’s Who   relations

Linking vocabularies   WHAT, WHERE,  WHEN
Library subject headings
Topic – Geographic subdivision – Chronological subdivision
Place name gazetteer:
Place name – Type – Spatial markers (Lat & long) -- When
Time Period Directory
Period name – Type – Time markers (Calendar) – Where

Vocabularies are the key!
Want:  Kung-fu movies
Use: Hand-to-hand fighting, oriental, in motion pictures.

WHEN      Time Period Directory    Timeline
WHO  Biographical Dictionary Complex relationships

Life events metadata
WHAT: Actions 

prisoner
WHERE: Places 

Holstein
WHEN: Times

1261-1262
WHO: People 

Margaret Sambiria
Need external links

Any document, object, or performance.

Any resource:
Audio, Images, Texts, Numeric 
data, Objects, 
Virtual reality, Webpages

Any catalog: Archives, 
Libraries, Museums,  TV, 
Publishers

Connect it with its context – and other 
resources.Facet Vocabulary Displays

WHAT Thesaurus          Cross-
e.g. LCSH           references

WHERE Gazetteer   Map

WHEN Period directory   Timeline

WHO Biograph. dict.     Personal
e.g. Who’s Who   relations

Relating Objects to their Contexts

Facet Vocabulary Displays Reference Genre
WHAT Topics              Cross-references Dictionary, Encyclopedia
WHERE Places Maps Atlas, gazetteer
WHEN Periods Timeline Almanac, Chronology
WHO Persons Personal relationships Biogr.dictionary, Whos Who

Reference Genre  Vocabulary Displays Facet
Dictionary, encyclopedia Topics Cross-refs WHAT
Atlas, gazetteer Places Maps WHERE
Almanac, chronology Time Timelines WHEN
Biogr. Dict., Who’s Who Persons Personal relationships WHO

Paper-based reference collection: Codex determines structure and use.

Reversed in a digital environment: Metadata forms infrastructure.

Reinventing Library Reference Collections


