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UN Day of Vesak 2008 wraps up
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VietNamNet Bridge - Following three days filled with Buddhist rituals, art, & . the limit, but...
music and culture, and philosophical discussions about Buddhism and VN designer
contemporary life, the United Nations Day of Vesak wrapped up in Hanoi m working on ao
on May 16. : dai for Miss
Universe

Alongside a symphony concert
composed by overseas Vietnamese
musician Nguyen Thien Dao honouring
the life of the Buddha, participants
marked the closing ceremony by

» Lop-sided trading bands proposed
to rescue stock market

» Overseas Vietnamese singers do
business at home

Politics

approving the Hanoi Declaration of the pays
Fifth International Buddhist Conference to
on the United Nations Day of Vesak.
\ : earthquake
The declaration put forward 16 articles " — e victims
outlining the international Buddhist e President Ho’s birthday
“| community’s commitment to building a just, democratic and civilised celebrated nationwide
society including urging international communities to strengthen efforts for -+ POLITICS IN BRIEF
world peace, advocating for social justice and solutions to social 20/5
problems, and affirming urgent action is required to address climate * Vietnam, Singapore
change and forms of environmental damage. enjoys effective
cooperation

At the closing ceremony, Deputy Prime Minister Pham Gia Khiem said the

conference theme of Buddhism and a just, democratic and civilised ’ 'I;Arigtiggnt Ho Chi I\TI?]Lk:
society had been demonstrated in a spirit of democracy, harmony and birthda
friendship. y

Business

Market unruffled
Aby prime rate

He said that during the three days of Vesak, tens of millions of
Vietnamese Buddhists nationwide celebrated the Buddha'’s birthday and
welcomed the Vesak Day in the spirit of international cultural exchange = I
and friendship. ** Vietnam to rank 2nd
garment exporter to US
*+ Vietnam short of pilots
-+ Banks welcome SBV’s

move to raise prime
rate

-+ Steelmakers deal with

International Organising Committee for the UN Vesak Day (IOC) President  falling demand
Le Manh That praised the Buddhist community, international organisations  sci-Tech

and Vietnam for their contributions to success of the conference. ¢! B
“We acknowledge support by the United Nations, the international -
Buddhist communities, foreign and domestic delegates and Buddhists,” he
said.

“The Vesak is not only an international religious and cultural festival but
also an opportunity for the world to further understand Vietnam ’s
Buddhism and culture, as well as its policy of religious freedom, its great
national unity, its love of peace and justice, and its multi-religion culture
full of national cultural features,” Khiem said.

New visions for
software
=W industry

-+ Volunteers for H5N1
“Especially, we would like to acknowledge the multi-faceted help by the vaccine test get second
leaders of the Communist Party of Vietnam and the State of Vietnam for injection

providing favourable conditions for the success of the celebration.” + SCI-TECH IN  BRIEF
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VietNamNet - UN Day of Vesak 2008 wraps up

Venerable Dr Thich Nhat Tu, secretary general of IOC, echoed the
significance and success of Vesak 2008 in his review of the conference
proceedings.

He said Vietnam had hosted the international event successfully with all
its power, strong effort and thorough preparation.

(Source: VNA)
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® Disease threat lurks in city ditches (16/05/2008)

" Wild tigers attack cattle in Kon Tum (16/05/2008)

" Forecasters predict unusual weather patterns (16/05/2008)

" Court verdicts to be made public (16/05/2008)

" Afraid of quake, VN’s students in China want to come home (16/05/2008)
" SOCIAL IN BRIEF 16/5 (16/05/2008)

" Gia Lai's development gets additional funding (16/05/2008)

" Ten percent of Agent Orange victims receive aid (16/05/2008)

® Vietnam’s Vesak indicates religious freedom (16/05/2008)

" Man claims $35.5 million compensation for injustice (16/05/2008)
" HCM City seeks foreign help to repair traffic lights (15/05/2008)
" City waterways face landslide risk (15/05/2008)

" IT training fund to tackle staff shortage (15/05/2008)

® High risk of bird flu outbreaks warned (15/05/2008)

" SOCIAL IN BRIEF 15/5 (15/05/2008)
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*+ Russia willing to help
Vn build nuclear power
plant

“+ Network webfiltering
arrives

Lifestyle

T Early lotus

- Foreign kids maintain
the legend of Uncle Ho
- Posters on President
Ho Chi Minh on display
“* Hennessy Concert
returns  with  world’s
leading flutist

*Yen Tu and Ninh Binh
celebrate Buddha’s Day

- Haiphong return
to top place

-+ Public Security, HCM
City take champs

-+ When kings are chased

+ Thong Lao’s winner
puts HAGL in top spot

+HCM City triumph at
National Team tourney

Tel: +844 7722729; Fax: +844 7722733; E-mail: evhn@vasc.com.vn (Editorial);
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